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This is a decision on the petition filed March 20, 2000, 
requesting in effect that the "N9tice of Incomplete 
N^nprovisional Application" be withdrawn, the petition fee 
refunded and the above-identified application be accorded a 
filing date of January 13, 2000. 

The application was filed on January 13,, 2000. However, on March 
16 2D^0, Initial Patent Examination Division mailed, a Notice 
requiring the specification include at least one claim. 

In response, pages 10-12 of the specification which includes at 
least claim , and the present petition were filed on March 

207 2000! The petition contends that the application , as filed 
included three (3) pages of claims in the specification In 
support, the petition is accompanied by a copy of applicant s^^ 
Dostcard receipt which acknowledges receipt in the Office of 12 
ESJes of pStent application, 6 sheets of informal drawings, 2 
mil of §Sclaratl?n, 1 statement claiming small entity status 
Inll SrigiSal and copy of the letter of transmittal" on January 
13, 2000. 

Applicant's postcard receipt is prima ^ ^^^f ^nX^^^^SSw^vP^^nLes^^^ 
of 23 pages were submitted on January 13, 2000. ^However pages 
10-12 of^the specification which include at least one claim are 
not oresent in the file. Hence, it is clear that the papers for 
?his^applicaiion were mishandled by the Office. Therefore, it is 
con?lS§Sd that pages 10-12 of the specification were received^^^ 
January 13, 2000, as shown m counsel's file, and later mispiacea 
in the Office. 

The petition is P;ranted. 

Since original pages 10-12 of the specification ^annot be located 
in the Office, the copies of pages 10-12 of the speciricarion 
supplied on M^rch 20,^2000, will be used for processing and 
examination purposes. 

In the future, applicant is advised that his postcard receipt 
shoSld identify the nnr^hpr of pages of specification, drawings 
Snd oath/declaLtion being filed. Failure to do so may result m 
the lost of a filing date. 



The petition fee will be refunded. 
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The application is being forwarded to the Office of Finance, 
Refund Section to credit the $130.00 petition fee to deposit 
account No. 06-0930. 

The application will then be returned to Initial Patent 
Examination Division for further processing with a filing date 
January 13, 2000, using pages 10-12 of the specification suppli 
on March 20, 2000. 



Telephone inquiries related to this decision may be directed to 
Petitions Attorney Charlema R. Grant at (703) 306-0251. 
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